Tobacco smoking is by far the most important preventable factor damaging the health and leading to premature mortality of adults in Europe [1] . May 2016 marked the 20 th anniversary of the implementation of Poland's first comprehensive anti-tobacco bill ( The purpose of these events was to document the history of tobacco control in Poland, evaluate the effectiveness of existing legislative measures, and begin work on a roadmap for the next decade of Poland's anti-tobacco efforts. In this issue of the Journal of Health Inequalities we would like to present a series of articles on tobacco control in Poland and in Europe, including an outline of the history of the anti-tobacco movement in Poland, an overview of the significance and impact of the Polish anti-tobacco legislation of 1996, an examination of the recent Polish opposition to the EU Tobacco Products Directive, a policy recommendation paper on tobacco control measures in the Russian Federation, as well as an analysis of trends in smoking among youth in Poland and Norway. In future issues we will present the witness testimonials of key actors and experts involved in health advocacy in Poland which were collected during May's conference and seminar.
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